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IMPORTA NT DATES AND TIMES FOR 2009

Wednesday , January 28
Friday, January 30

Monday, February 2
Tuesday, February 3
Wednesday, February 4
Wednesday, February 11
Wednesday, February 18
Wednesday, February 25
Friday, April 3

Friday, April 10

Monday, April 13
Monday April 20
Monday April 27

Monday, June 8

Friday, June 12

Friday, June 26

Monday, July 13

Friday, September 18
Monday, October 5

Friday, December 18

School resumes fataff
Uniform shop openbetween 9.8am. and 11.00am.

School resume®r children

Prep children begin school at staggered times from

9.1571 10.0am. All prep chidren will be dismissed at 2.1®m.
Prep children commence 9.00&r8.30pm attendance routine.
Prep children have a rest diayo school for Preps.

Prep childrerhave a rest day.

Prep children have a rest day.

Prep children have a rest day.

Last Day of Term 1

Easteri Good Friday

Easter Monday

School resumes for Term 2

School Photographs

Queenbdés Birthday Holiday
Statewide Reporting DayPupil Free Day

Last day of school for Term 2

School Resumefeor Term3

Last day of school for Term 3

School Resumefer Term 4

Lagd day for students for Year 2009
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R
STARTING SCHOOL S

Prep Arrival and Dismissal Times

To ensure that our new Prep children settenfortably and confidently into school, we have staggered
starting times for the firstiay of school,Monday February™. Your child will be given a starting time of
between 9.15an and 10.00an and dismissal time will be at 2.10 pRlease wait on théawn area beside
the cooking centre.

During February, Prep children will spend all of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at schoo!
Wednesday will be a rest day at home. One 15 minute appointment will be allocated to each child to atten
Prep EntryTest, on a Wdnesday and thiwill be conducted at school, on a date to @

advised.

Immunisations

Before children are able to commence school, a school entry immunisation certificate must be presentec
the school office. This is a legal requirement @moément to primary school in Victoria. This process
assists health authorities in the event of a vaccine preventable disease occurrence in school. An unvaccin
child may be excluded from school for a period of time. School entry immunisation cegsificah be
obtained from:

1 The Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) on 1800653809
1 Medicare Australia Office
Wellington Shire Council immunisation service on 1300366244

Helpful Hints

1 Take an interest in school activities and talk attbetwork your child bringshome. Do fun maths
things at home (i.e. numbers, counting, cooking, estimating/guessing, card games, etc&h

Readto your childregularlyand develop a love of boolsiclude books as gifts. ‘ST
Read signs, labels, notes, etc. and givedbfmaise. B
Encourage yourchild to recognise his or her own name and to kngour address and\‘

= =4 =4

telephone number. ‘
1 In choosing a SCHOOL BAG, select one that your child can zip up and comfortably c
Show them how to pack and unpack their belongings.

1 Choose a LUNCH BOX that your childan easily open and close by themselves. Explain what food
is eaten at snack time and what is for lunch time and pack these separately. At home, practise
opening a cut lunch and handling wrappers. We encourage healtkg soah as fruit, g =
vegetable pieces, etc. Ordering lunch is best left for a little while, (March or later), un
your child has learnt our class routines. Choose a lunclhiabis not too big and bulky.
Large insulated lunch boxes do not leave aiowbom in school bags for take home books
etc.

Show your childhow to use a tissue or handkerchief properly.

It is important to take andollect your child to and frontheir classrom. When he/she feels
confident explain where he/she will be met at ted of the school day. To enable teachers to
effectively supervise children prior to di s
Parents are encouraged to waittbelawn area, beside the cookery centre.

I Please do not allow your child wing toys to school to play with at lunch and recesg._ @R
ti mes. Toys can be brought along fo
: . . WV, V0%g?
the care of the teacher for safe keeping until home time.
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Things to bring on the first day
Please clearly nameevermi ng with your childods full name 1 N

Lunch Box

Drink Bottle

School Bag

A smock for Art

Children in the Art Room must wear some protective clothing. A smock should have elastic in sleeve
and around the neck. It neetb open down the back with loose elastic around the back of the neck sc
that the child can put it on unaided with nothing to doAufarge shirt is also suitable

1 Library Bag:

Cloth bag for Library book or Book Cover (35cm x 45 cm)

These may be pureled from thé&Jniform Shop.

A spare change of clothes

School Hat

A large box of tissues for class use

Container of playdoug(Recipe follows)

The container needs to be small and sturdy. Margarine containers tend to crack and the playdot
soon dries out

= =4 =4 -4

= =4 =4 -4

Playdough Recipe

% cup salt, 1 cup flar, 2 tablespoons cream of tayta cup water, 1 tablespoon cooking oil, colouring (any
colour).

Mix together, cook in saucepan over medium heat. Stir whilst cooking until it forms into a ball. Cool and
place in icecream container with lid.

Personal Hygiene

Encourage your child to be independent with his/her personal hygiene.

1 Show your child how todjust their own clothing

1 Remind them to wastheir hands after using the toilet

1 The boyswill need to know how tose a urinal

1 Discuss with your child about gointp the toilet with a partner and always imgk
permission to leave the classroom

PARENT / TEACHER INT ERVIEWS

You are welcomdo visit the school at any time.awever, if you wishd talk at length with a te&er,
pleasearrange an appointment time.

For mal interviews are arranged during the year
We ask your capperation in adhering to the allocated time during interviews due to the numberildfam
involved in this procesdNritten reports are provided twice a year.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parents are very welcome at our school, in fact; meaning the children, School Council and staff wish all
parents to take an active part in the school leeaou are a vital part of itlt is your school too. Your
input will help to make the schoelenbetter.

We are proud of the assistance we have gained from parents and the general community over the ye
Parents assist the school in many wayshsag- educational programs, serving on committees, working
bees, provision of materigigswel as t hr ough t &hoolauncd Nt sdé6 CIl ub an
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SAFETY
\ Your childbés safety is very important to us

’ 1 How to use thechool crossing.
‘ 1 Remaining inside schod@oundaries.
1 Never leave the school grounds without parent or teacher permission.
Before and after schoahd duringrecessaandlunchbreaks there are always teachers on duty.
To accustom your child/ren to usinget most appropriate entry to schquease bring them through
the gatesand take them to the rear of thmain building so they learn to enter through their door into
the corridor. Children are requested not to enter by the front door into the admansarat.
1 Let the teacher and child know of any alternative home time arrangements and talk to the teacher
before you use the bus service.

1
1

SCHOOL CROSSING AND COLLECTING CHILDREN

The school crossing in Thaon Street is controlled by a Crossing Supervisof or youty. It hi |
your child crosses Thomson Street please ensure thahebhévaysuses the crossing and uses it correctly.

Delivering and collecting children by car can be a hazard if drivers do not obey the parking notices and ro
laws. A few extra metres walk will do your child more good than harm. All parents who are collecting
children after school must use Theom Street or Boisdale Strdet parking.

BICYCLES /BIKE HELM ETS

Riding bicycles on the roads can be very dangerousicplarly if children do not comply with the road
rules and do not haveadworthybicycles. We ask all parents to provide their children wittrectly fitting
bike helmets if they allow them to ride to scho®HE ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY SUGGESTS THAT
CHILDREN BELOW GRADE FOUR LEVEL SHOULD NOT RIDE ON THE ROADS UNLESS
ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.
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SCHOOL HOURS
School begingor childrenat 9.00 am. and finishes at 3.25.m.
Lunch is at 1.00 jn. and is eaten in the classroom until 1pl@.
Supervisiorof children in the school grounds is carried out by rostered teachers each school day from
8.30 am.- 9.00 am., morningrecess 11.00ami 11.30am) lunch recess (D.p.m. - 2.00 pm.) and from
3.25pm.- 3.45 pm.

Children should arrive at school by48.a.m. This allows time to unpack their bagseet with friendsand
bereadyf or t he ditaygodmendeatd.Cami n g

You will be notified in advance if children are to be dismissadier.

Please note that children in the grounds before 8.180and after 3.45 m. are not supervised, thus no
responsibility for supervision is taken before 8.30.aor after 3.45 jn.

LUNCHES

Children eat their lunches at school under supervision. Children wishing to go home for lunch must have
permission notsigned by their parent. However, we do not encourage this practice.

Lunch orders are available throutjie Carpenter Street Storéhese are available dvlondays & Fridays

only. Price lists are available from the office. Orders must be writtenop@pa bag, wit h yo
and room number clearly marked. Exact money is preferred. Orders must be placed in the classroom lu
tub as soon as children arrive at school. Late orders will not be accepiethes will be delivered to the
school by 100 p.m.Price lists are sent home at the start of the school year, with updates as required.

It is essential thdtinch boxes and drink bottles are clearly named.

ABSENCES

Please send a written note to explain absences from school or impending absegedly, your child is
required to attend school and if no note is presented, teachers willassume the child is absent without y
knowledge. Regular attendance at school is essential to make sure learning is not disrupted. Remerr
0l t 6s NoBe Qkwaayy OT o

EARLY DEPARTURES
Children |l eaving school ear|lBamuystDeéemparstigwme dReq
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION

One of the features of our school is an Annual Production invobdinsfudents
from Years 36, in a mugal play, performed at the Maffra Memorial Hall i
Term 3. Daytime matinees and evening performances attract large audience
marvel at the talents of our children in these lavish, high quality shows.

PHYSICAL AND SPORTS EDUCATION

All children receivea comprehensive program in developing physical skills, with the provision of class
lessons, including the Perceptual Motor Program provided in Prep classes. During Term 2, all grades sp
time at the Maffra Gymnastics Club facility, with trained gymreasti

instructors and world class equipment. Swimming lessons are provided at the

Maffra Pool (outdoor) for Years 5/6 and Kemp Aquatics (indoor) for Years

Prep to 4. All students are organised into four houses:

Cambrai Green House
Powerscourt Blue House
Mewbun Yellow House
Duart Red House

This is the basis for competitive sports held throughput the year, including events in swimming, cro:
country running and athletics. Affiliation with the Victorian Primary Schools Sports Association enable:
Years 36 studats to progress through from zone to state and even national levels of competition. Studer
also have opportunities to develop skills and compete at high levels in a range of sports.

MUSIC

We enjoy a very good reputation for producing many fine musicialhschildren benefit from weekly
lessons with a music specialist teacher. Music tutors are available with strings (Y&arseBcussion /
drums (Years 6) and a variety of other instruments (Yeat8)4Our senior and junior concert bands and
string goup perform at various times throughout the year within our school, in the local community anc
even at Federation Square in Melbourne.

CURRCIULUM

At the Maffra Primary School, we offer a comprehensive curriculum based on the Victorian Essential
Learning $andards (VELS). Literacy and Numeracy are the priority areas throughout the school, and we a
proud of our achievements in all areas.

SCHOOL BANK

Volunteer parentprovide this service on behalf of the Commonwealth Bank. Children can begin a saving
acount at any stage during the year. Bank books and maneetobe left in the bag provided at the office
on Tuesday mornirgy

NEWSLETTERS/NOTICES

Newslettersand notices will be sent honom a regular basi® | ease check your <chil
sure you give praise and encouragement wioem child remembert give these items to you as this will
assst in developing responsibility.
Some items you may expect are:
1 Information regarding school activities, notices regardingiesians,notes frommembers of staff.
1 Maffra Primary School Newsletter sent home each Friday with the youngest child in your family a
the school.
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